
 

 

Brigalow Street, Lyneham ACT  2602 

Dear Families 
Our school days continue to be full of wonderful 
teaching and learning with some very busy events 
these past few weeks. 
 
Last Friday we enjoyed a fabulous swimming carnival 
with a record number of participants in races.  
Congratulations to all participants on your 
sportsmanship and swimming!  Thank You to the 
organising team of Gerard Clementine, Karen 
Halverson and Anita Griffin and to all our staff and 
parent volunteers who worked so hard to make this a 
wonderful day!   
 
On Tuesday we celebrated Harmony Day with a 
parade of national costumes and lots of orange to 
spread the word that “Everyone Belongs”, the theme 
of Harmony Day.  We enjoyed a whole picnic lunch 
where food from families' cultural backgrounds was 
brought to share.  Thank you to those families who 
shared their amazing food and to Leonie Finn for 
organising such a happy day! 
 

Our 2018 PPA for Downer Pre-school has been 
established: 
Rachael Mitchell (Jack’s mum)-President, Anne (Eve's 
mum)-Treasurer and Kath Rose (Saba's mum) 
Secretary.  Thank You to all our hard working parents 
who volunteer at our school and preschool.  Your 
contributions are extremely valued by us and the 
children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our 5/6 students left for camp yesterday to Birrigai at 
Tidbinbilla.  I visited yesterday and enjoyed some 
activities with one group where we made campfires, 
went on a lovely bushwalk and made and ate damper!   
A few photos are below and I’m sure your children will 
enjoy sharing their stories when they return 
tomorrow. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Phone  6142 1720  
Email info@lynehamps.act.edu.au 

 
 
 

 

 
Web   www.lynehamps.act.edu.au 
Before & After School Care 6142 1731  
Front Office Hours  8:30-3:30 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
March/April 

 Tuesday 27th– Belconnen Swimming 
 Tuesday 27th– School Board Meeting 5:00pm 
 Friday 30th-Good Friday Public Holiday 
 Monday 2nd- Easter Monday Public Holiday 
 Thursday 5th– Junior Assembly hosted by 1/2A  

NOTES HOME 
 Autumn Planting Party– Lyneham Preschool 

 Preschool Philosophy Review 

 Stationery form-Preschool 

 Tour de Lyneham Sponsorship forms 

 Staffing information– 3/4CS 
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INCLUSIVE NEWS 

Year 1/2  Hungry Bears 

We have been investigating the tracks that different animals 
leave behind. We measure the tracks, make copies of them 
and research what type of animal might have left them. We 
have also been looking at samples of hair and fingerprints  
using magnifying glasses and a microscope. We have learnt 
that  animals have unique characteristics just like we do. 

What animal could have left 
these fibres behind? 

Is this natural or is it    
man made? 

Are these human 
hairs? I found a 

hair elastic! 

What do forensic         

scientists do? 

This animal 
has four legs 

and it can 
stand on its 
hind legs! 



 

 

                       
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten participated in their very first science experiment. In our ‘Weather Unit’, students were curi-
ous to find out about how and why clouds rain. Students made predictions, learnt about safety in the lab, 
conducted their experiment in small groups and discussed results. Below are some pictures outlining the 
fun and curiosity that Kindergarten students have been having in Science. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1/2 
In 1/2, students have been looking closely at changes in the sky and landscapes around them. Students 
have made observations and comparisons between day and night skies, discussed and recorded activities 
that can be done during the day and night and they have looked at differences in the landscapes around 
them, observing that there are built, natural and managed landscapes. 
Year 3/4  
In 3/4 students have been working as Geologists, looking closely at soil and rock samples. Students now 
have an understanding of rock types and how they are formed, label the layers in soil, the difference be-
tween weathering and erosion and the impacts these processes have on our environment. Over the past 
few weeks, students have conducted experiments, made predictions and observations and they have col-
lated and recorded results using tables and illustrations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5/6  
In 5/6 students have begun work on their sustainable research projects in preparation for the Parliament 
of Youth project to be held in Term 2. The main focus question that students are inquiring about this term 
is ‘How can we make Canberra a more sustainable place’. This project enables students to have a voice 
about sustainability issues that concern them at a local level. Students have learnt about global hectares, 
ecological footprints, calculated their own ecological footprint., made pledges about things they could do 
at home to be more sustainable and looked at sustainable practices that are happening around the world. 
Students  are currently making decisions about their research topics and coming up with  sustainability 
ideas that they believe need to be embedded into our community to make Canberra a more sustainable 
place.  
Environment Centre Garden 
Last week I met up with a horticulturist from the ACT-Smart Schools program. She has given me some ide-
as and inspiration in moving forward with our school garden plans. I am happy to announce that we have 
harvested some tomatoes and made up some herb posies. This produce is for sale at the front office. All 
proceeds will be going straight back into buying seeds and seedlings for winter crops. Thanks to those 
who have already purchased some of our produce. 
Emma Harriden 



 

 

Maths Challenge Program / Maths extension 
Lyneham Primary School, 2017 
 

The Maths Challenge Program has been running at Lyneham Primary School for almost 10 years. In 2016 we began 
a program of evaluation which resulted in some significant changes to the way the Program operated. 
 

In December 2017 we conducted a series of surveys to seek feedback from students, parents and carers about their 
perception of maths teaching and learning in the school generally, and the Maths Challenge Program in particular. 
We thank everybody who participated, and are happy to be able to provide this summary of the results. 
Student responses 
Over 200 students in Years 3-6 participated in the survey. Responses were anonymous, although some students 
chose to identify themselves. 
 

Here is what we found : 

 Around 85% of students say they enjoy maths. 

 Many students commented on the need to be patient and persistent, and to try different strategies, when 
solving difficult maths problems. 

 Some students said they would enjoy maths more if they had easier work. Some students said they would 
enjoy maths more if they had harder work. Students in years 4 and 6 were more likely to wish for harder 
work in maths. 

 Maths Challenge Groups are supposed to be challenging, but not all the students who attended the groups 
enjoyed the challenge. 

 Many students did not know that the Maths Challenge Google Classrooms were open to all students who 
were interested. 

 Students who had attended the Maths Challenge Groups or worked on the Maths Challenge Google Class-
room mostly said that they enjoyed being able to have conversations with other students about challenging 
maths problems. 

Parent and Carer Responses 
 

A total of 59 responses were received. All were anonymous. 
 

These came from all year levels, but a large proportion (just over 50%) came from Years 2 and 4. Responses were 
neither overwhelmingly positive nor overwhelmingly negative, but maths appears to be an issue which is particular-
ly important to these groups. 
 

Only 42% of parents and carers said that they had received information from the school about maths extension op-
portunities. 
 

The proportion of respondents who declared themselves to be satisfied was around 25%. These respondents explic-
itly mentioned in-class and online extension opportunities as well as the Maths Challenge Groups. 
 

Although other respondents expressed uncertainty or dissatisfaction, their comments suggest that this is generally 
because they would like to know more about the work which is going on in the school. Most were unaware of the 
various mechanisms - the in-class work, withdrawal groups, and Google Classroom platform - already in place at the 
school. There were only 8 specific complaints, and these focused on timetabling and on communication channels 
between students, teachers and parents and carers. 

Conclusion 

The responses to the student survey suggest that we are generally making good progress towards building a culture 
of persistence and resilience in maths learning. 
 

More work needs to be done to ensure that all students have access to appropriate extension opportunities. This 
includes recognising students who may need extension, and also understanding the best way of meeting their 
needs. 
We need to work harder to improve communication between students, teachers and parents and carers. In order to 
start this work, this report includes an appendix which explains the operation of the Maths Challenge Program in its 
current form. 
 

- Gina Meyers, February 2018 
 

Appendix : Maths Challenge Program, Lyneham Primary School, 2018 
 

At Lyneham Primary School we recognise that students have different learning needs and we work hard to try to 
meet them. The Maths Challenge Program runs in parallel with the school curriculum to offer extension opportuni-
ties for students who have a particular interest in maths or a particular aptitude for maths learning. 



 

 

 

Identification of student needs 
 

A process is conducted every year to try to identify students who may have specific maths extension needs. This is 
not about selecting high-achieving maths students and coaching them in more advanced maths. It is about consid-
ering whether the extension needs of individual students can be met in the classroom or whether alternative ar-
rangements should be put in place. 
 

The identification process includes three elements : 

 Nomination / Expression of Interest from students or parents 

 Teacher observations 

 Formal screening 
 

All three of these elements are taken into consideration when deciding how best to meet the needs of any individu-
al student. 
 

Operation of the Program 
 

There are many students with different extension needs, and consequently there are many different ways of partic-
ipating in the Maths Challenge Program. 
 

In-class extension is provided by classroom teachers at any time it is needed during the school day. It may be espe-
cially suitable for students who are anxious about stepping outside their familiar environment. Teachers may draw 
on material from the Google Classroom (see below) or other sources as appropriate. 
 

Withdrawal groups are run once a week for very small groups of students to meet and discuss maths problems. The 
withdrawal groups also may draw on material from the Google Classroom (see below) or other sources as appropri-
ate. These groups are challenging and students need to be willing to take intellectual risks, defend their positions, 
and respond critically but respectfully to other students. Participation in these groups is at the teachers’ discretion, 
and is flexible; students may participate occasionally, or more frequently, throughout the year. The withdrawal 
groups are scheduled to avoid timetabling clashes with other school activities as much as possible, but, where it is 
not possible, students will have the option of accessing the Google Classroom. 

Google Classrooms have been set up to make challenging material available to all students who may be interested. 
Students with internet access are able to log onto the Classroom at any time. They can attempt puzzles and prob-
lems, post thoughts, ideas, comments and questions, and discuss their work with other interested students. The 
Google Classrooms are secure spaces within the school’s online environment, under school supervision, and are 
accessible only by registered students and teachers. 

External events, such as the Australian Mathematics Competition, operate during the year. Some are advertised to 
all interested students, and others are by invitation only. Some are short events run under exam conditions, while 
others run over a longer time-frame of days or weeks and allow students to collaborate in small groups. All are de-
signed to be challenging and students should not expect to get everything correct or even to find solutions to all 
problems. 

Communication 

Information about the Maths Challenge Program is distributed to all families every year via the school newsletter, 
Newslyne. 

The Newslyne notice usually includes a “Nomination” or “Expression of Interest” form which can be completed on 
behalf of students and returned to the school. Please note that this is not a permission slip. It will be used by the 
teachers to monitor student progress, and engagement with the Maths Challenge as appropriate. 
 

During 2016, the work of the Maths Challenge Program was recorded on a public Wordpress blog. The blog includ-
ed a description of the week’s activities, links to source material, and samples of student work. It was advertised in 
Newslyne, but discontinued in Term 4 because, after the first two weeks, nobody was reading it. In 2018, we will 
explore re-opening the blog and also linking to it through Facebook. 
 

Records of students’ progress have always been shared informally between teachers as needed. Starting in 2018, 
regular formal meetings will be scheduled with classroom teachers to review all students identified as needing 
maths extension and to consider whether their needs are being met. 
 

Parents are encouraged to contact their child’s teacher, or Gina or Kat, if they have any questions or concerns 
about their child’s engagement with maths or with the Maths Challenge Program. Please let us know what is work-
ing and what is not. We want the best for all our students and will appreciate all assistance in supporting them. 
Gina Meyers 
Lyneham Primary School 
February 2018 



 

 

 

 

Lyneham Primary is SunSmart 
Slip, Slop, Slap, Slurp, Seek and Wrap should  
always be used in combination with other 
forms of sun protection practices such as: 

 Seeking shade where possible (especially around the 
middle of the day) 

  Timetabling outdoor activities outside the times 
when UV levels are most intense (between 10am and 
3pm) wherever possible 

School clothing (slip) 
Look for: 

 loose fitting garments (also  
allows for air circulation) 

 tops with collars and at least elbow length sleeves 

 long trousers or skirts; shorts at least knee length 

close weave fabrics which will restrict penetration of 
UV rays 

lightweight fabrics, such as  linen, cotton or hemp, 
which will keep children cool. 

Sunscreen (slop) 

 Choose broad spectrum SPF 30+ sunscreen. Price 

does not necessarily indicate quality.  All sunscreen sold 
in Australia must comply with the Australian/New 
Zealand Standard for sunscreen products. 

 All sunscreen products should include an expiry 

date. Most sunscreens will last 2-3 years if stored below 
25°C.  Do not use if past the use by date. 

 For sensitive skin, try a fragrance free product, 
or one designed for toddlers.  

 Sunscreen comes in creams, lotions or gels. All 
work equally well. We recommend roll ons for school—
they are easy for children to use and store in their 
school bags.  

 Children should not share their sunscreen. 

Hats (slap) 
Look for broad brimmed, bucket or legionnaire 

styles 

 Bucket hats should  have a deep crown and sit low 
on the head. The angled brim should be at least 
6cm and provide the face, neck and ears with plen-
ty of shade.  

 Broad brimmed hats should have a brim of at least 
7.5cm wide and an emergency release toggle cord.  

 Legionnaire style hats should have a flap that  
covers the neck and meets the sides of the front 
peak to provide protection to the sides of the face.  

Water bottle (slurp) 
Have one close by especially during the warmer months.  
We have refill stations on both playgrounds.  Teachers 
encourage regular plain water drinks.  

Sunglasses (wrap) 
  Choose sunglasses that meet the Australian Standard 

(AS/NZS 1067:2003) for sunglasses. These sunglass-
es prevent at least 95% of UV radiation from reach-
ing the eyes.  Sunglasses that comply with AS/NZS 
1067:2003 can also have an Eye Protection Factor 
(EPF) rating from 1-10.  Sunglasses with EPF 9-10 
transmit almost no UV rays. Label with your child’s 
name really well!  

 

WE ARE SUNSMART AT LYNEHAM 

LPS Swimming Carnival– Friday March 16th 
What a fantastic day! All students from Year 1 to Year 6, and Year 2 students from the Co-op School, 
displayed enthusiasm, co-operation and participation. One hundred and six students entered races (our 
largest number in recent years).  With the help of a supportive group pf parent volunteers, who took on 
the role of timekeeping for us, we were able to finish the racing part of our program in record time and 
then all students were able to participate in the rotations of pool and land activities.   
 

While the races were happening, the Year 1 and 2 students were enjoying their water and land activities in 
the covered family pool, the water park and toddlers’ pool. Many thanks to the parents who volunteered 
to support the Year 1 and 2 teachers throughout the day. The pool kiosk was popular! 
 

Congratulations to all race entrants. Some of our swimmers may be invited to represent LPS at the 
Belconnen Region Swimming Carnival to be held on Tuesday March 27th, if their race times meet the 
qualifying times for their age events. David will organise these entries and inform the students of their 
selection this week.  
Again our thanks to our wonderful parent volunteers for supporting the staff and students throughout the 
day.  
 

LPS Swimming Carnival Team 



 

 

Do you have memories or memorabilia of 
Lyneham Primary School? 

 

 

 

 

 

We are collecting stories and photos about Lyneham Primary School and 
the wider Lyneham area to help celebrate the school’s 60th birthday in 

2019. 

Help bring the personal touch to the school’s history with your 
recollections of past school events, or items evoking school life in its 
earlier days. 
 
If you have photos, stories, or clippings from any era since the school 
opened we would love to hear from you. Items can be left at the school 
office during school hours, or contact the office on 6142 1720. Perhaps 
you had a favourite teacher, or remember the 1969 school fire and its 
aftermath? Do you have photos of early Lyneham? You can email 
stories or comments to lyneham60@gmail.com. 

 

We look forward to 
your help. 
 
Annamaria and the 
birthday club. 

 

——————————————————————————————- 

Volunteers needed! 

We need a group of volunteers to help deliver leaflets (like the notice above) to letterboxes in the 
Lyneham and north O’Connor area. 
 

If you’ve got an hour you can spare next week (25 Mar – 31 Mar) to deliver leaflets, we’d really 
appreciate it. The more people who volunteer, the smaller the delivery zone for each! 

Please email lyneham60@gmail.com or contact Trevor on 0414 771 665 by Sunday 25 March. 

Join us for morning tea and reminiscences at 11am on 
Friday April 6 2018 if you have memories to share. 

Please RSVP to 6142 1720 or lyneham60@gmail.com. 

Congratulations to  Kiran Myutel-Mansur (5/6AK) and Milan Myutel-
Mansur (3/4CS) participated in North Woden Junior Open, as a part of 
Junior Development Series 2018, held at the North Woden Tennis 
Club, on Saturday and Sunday, 10-11 March 2018. 
 
Kiran received a trophy as the winner of the Boys 13/U Singles. He and 
his partner also won the Boys 13/U Doubles. Milan and his partner 
received a trophy as the winner of the Boys 11/u Doubles. 
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